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- By Taleen Ba,‘biqyan:

BEVERLY HILLS, U.S.

— Bridging the educational

endeavors of the American

University of Armenia (AUA)
with the altruistic support of
key community members in

the Diaspora, AUA’s devoted -

Pillars gathered at the home of
Yervant Demirjian on Sunday,
October 7, 2018 in Beverly
Hills, California with a special
musical presentation by the
acclaimed Element Band.

A philanthropist who
carries on his family’s legacy
of upholding the Armenian
community both in Armenia
and across the globe, Demir-
jian, an AUA Pillar, stressed
the significance of education
for Armenia’s advancement

during his opening remarks to ‘

guests. .
“Acquiring knowledge is
the only way to change one’s
destiny,” said Demirjian. He
noted that the 100 Pillars of
AUA, an innovative group of
donors who have pledged
$50,000 over the course of 5
years, are the “intrinsic” foun-
dation of the University.
“Armenia’s only viable

strategy to join other advanced

econonties is to help our best
and brightest,” said Demirjian,
who is the Director and Vice
Chairman of Interaudi Bank.
“We should  concentrate on
exporting our knowledge and
know-how.”

In his opening remarks,
AUA President Dr. Armen Der
Kiureghian, co-founder of

established the University with

him and the late Stepan Kara-

mardian after Armenia’s tragic
earthquake in 1988 and served
as its Founding President, The
University opened its doors on
Armenia’s independence day
on September 21, 1991,
“AUA prepares future
leaders of Armenia,” said Dr.
Der Kiureghian, and noted that

many alumni are now involved

in high level roles in the gov-
ernment of the Republic of
Armenia. He spoke of the de-
velopments on campus thanks
to the 100 Pillars of AUA pro-
gram, which provides unre-
stricted funds to attract the
most intelligent students and
esteemed faculty, promote a
technologically advanced
campus, and maintain a need-

blind admissions policy that
allows over 50% of students

to receive financial assistance.
~Above all, the 100 Pillars
~of AUA campaign, which is
 targeted to conclude by next

.. June after securing 100 donors, -

i

AUA President Dr. Armen Der Kiureghian and AUA Pillar
_ and philanthropist Yervant Demirjian

is helping usher in a visionary
chapter as it sets itself as a
leader in Armenia’s - fastest
developing sector — the world
of science and technology.
Support from outside the
Armenian community = was
highlighted as well, including

the new Student Union, Facul-

ty Center and Amphitheater
tHat were unveiled on campus
last month and were funded by
the American Schools and

Hospitals Abroad Program

(ASHA) of the US Agency for

International Development

MSAED.. . s

Armen Der Kiureghian
 Introduced the

Pillars of AUA

Dr. Der Kiureghian rec-
ognized the pillars in atten-
dance, including Yervant De-
mirjian,
Akian, Mihran and Elizabeth
Agbabian, Vigen. and Houry
Ghazarian, Sinan and Angele

Sinanian, Karekin and Zhanet.
- Kaprielian, Nareg Aghjayan

along with his parents Adour
& Arsho, David Esayan and

Susan Jerian, Noubar and Tra-

¢y Ouzounian, Kris and Pame-
la Ascher Mirzayan and the

Munushian Trust represented

by Gary and Arsine Phillips.
Dr. Der Kiureghian and his
wife, Nelly, were also one of
the first pillars to join the pro-
gram. ;

In the spirit of the inspir-
ing environment, Dr. Der Ki-
ureghian announced newly

joined Pillars Razmik Grigo-

rian, Caro and Rebecca Minas
as well as Golden State Bank

(represented by Phil Elgha-

nian, Tom Byington and Ge-
rard Kassabian). He also intro-

~duced several individuals who »
intend to join, including Hratch

and Helga Sarkis, Vahe and
Armine Meghrouni and Diane
Barsam, whose father, Vartkes,

was one of the university’s ! A
. Armenian music on the world
stage through its trademark

founding trustees and a major
donor to the institution.

- Recalling the year AUA
was founded in 1991, Dr. Ar-

Zaven and Sonia

men Baibourtian, Consul Gen-
eral of the West Coast, re-
marked that the University

~ “helped move the devastated

country forward” and that the
newly independent govern-
ment “considered AUA a
priority” during its establish-

ment as it brought a new cul-

ture to Armenia through edu-
cational knowledge, thus unit-

A Unique Art

. Fxhibit was Presented

On display throughout

the afternoon were two unique

~ paintings on transparent organ-
ic glass by contemporary Ye-

revan-based artist Arev Petro-

syan. They were available for
silent auction to raise funds for
AUA’s  “Yes!

provides scholarships for  fe-
~male students studying com-

dale, Razmik Grigorian de-

scribed the artworks that are in -

the mixed media technique
filled with gold and silver
leaves jn 24 karat gold - on
plexiglass as he highlighted the
active role of the artist in
women’s rights and issues in
Armenia and noted that 50% of
-the proceeds would benefit
AUA and the other to the artist
to continue her work. e

Connecting the worlds
of Armenia and California,
AUA alum Stepan Khzrtian,
Esq., who graduated with a
Master of Laws (LL.M.) in

2010, spoke from personal -

experience as a student on
campus, thanking the donors in
the room. ' o

A performance by the

. renowned Los Angeles-based

Element Band, whose artistic
mission is to present traditional

1odemn fusion twist, presented

~ aprogram. :

, Armenian
~ Women Can” campaign, which

Led by founder Ara Da-

bandjian, who played the gui-
-tar and accordion, he was

Jjoined by Armen Manavazyan
on contrabass, Aragas Abra-
mian on guitar and Mahsa
Ghassemi on cello as they

played a multitude of songs

evoking “enjoyment, nostalgia
and the Armenian spirit. Ele-
ment Band, which formed 14
years ago, recently performed

- a sold-out concert for over

1 000 at the Ford Amnhitheatre

Arda Yemenidjlan, Ang'elg Sinanian and Sinan Sinanian

UA Co-Founder Dr. Mihran Agbabian and his wife Elizabeth

in Hollywood and has long
been known for its distinct and
alluring music that is accessi-
ble to the world at large, while

_ preserving the roots of tradi-

tional Armenian music, artful-
ly complementing the mission
of AUA.

“AUA is an educational

institution of high integrity,”

said Dabandjian. *“Element

Band shares the same values of

advocating democracy, ethics
and service to society.”
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We do bar

~ Golden Chef - Catering and Services

eque in your home -

‘ \ Ge_v&fg IefferyStepa'nyan
" Private Executive Chef =~ -

- Tel.: (310) 774-7747 E-mail: 77477‘47@gmailr.cem,



