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INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

SUMMER COURSE

YEREVAN, AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF ARMENIA

July 26-30, 2010

AGENDA

July 26, Monday 

9:00-9:15

Registration& Welcome, Tom Samuelian, Dean, Department of Law




American University of Armenia,  Ashot Astabatsyan, Head of Communication 


Department,
ICRC
9:15-9:30

Introduction to the Course, Rouzanna Vardanyan, ICRC

Section I
Introduction to International Humanitarian Law
9:30-10:30
History, Development &Contemporary Sources of IHL, Basic distinction between jus in bello and jus ad bellum. Key Principles of IHL, Similarities and distinction between IHL and International Human Rights Law

10:30-11:30
Customary Rules of IHL. Custom and Treaty: Interplay between two sources of IHL. Filling in the gap between IHL regulations in case of IAC and NIAC. Q&A.
11:30-12:00
Coffee Break

12:00-13:30
Similarities and distinction between IHL and International Human Rights Law: IHL related issues in ECHR Practice. Q&A.
13:30-14:30 
Lunch 

Section II
Qualification of Armed Conflicts in the Light of IHL
14:30-15:30
General Distinction of IHL application to International and Non International Armed Conflicts. New types of Conflicts. IHL Application Dilemmas and Possible Solutions. Applicability IHRL

15:30-16:00
Case Study: Introduction to the problem & identification of key issues (part I sections 1-2-3)

16:00 -16:30
Coffee Break

Section III International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and IHL Emblems
16:30-17:00 Components of International RC/RC Movement: Fundamental Principles. Red Cross and Red Crescent Emblems: Protection or Target? Red Crystal as an Alternative solution. Armenian Red Cross Society (ARCS): activities.

17:00 – 17:30 ICRC Mandate and Activities: neutral, independent, humanitarian action. 

17:30-18:00  Case Study Review & Role Play (Part II)
July 27, Tuesday

Section IV. IHL Protected Persons and Objects
9:30-11:00 Legal Status of Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked in the Light of International Humanitarian Law. Q&A
11:00-11:30 Coffee Break

11:30-13:00
Case Study Review & Preparation, Role Play (Part III)
13:00-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-16:00 Status of Combatants and Prisoners of War: III Geneva Convention Requirements and their Practical Implementation. Direct Participation of Civilians in Hostilities. Unlawful combatants in IHL perspective. Legal protection of child – soldiers. Q&A
16:00-16:30 Coffee Break 

16:30- 18:00 Case Study Review & Preparation, Role Play (Part IV)
July 28, Wednesday

Section IV IHL Protected Persons and Objects (continued)
9:30-11:30 Protection of Civilian Population during Armed Conflict. Special protection of Most Vulnerable Groups (Women and Children). 
11:30 – 12:00
Coffee Break

12:00 – 13:00 Case Study Review & Preparation, Role Play (Part V)
13:00-14:00
Lunch

14:00 – 15:45 Legal Protection of Cultural Property during Armed Conflicts. The 1954 Hague Convention and its Protocols. Enhanced Protection stipulated by the Protocol II
to the1954 Convention. New perspectives. Q&A
15:45:-16:15 
Coffee Break

Section VI. Means and Methods of Warfare
16:15 – 18:00 
Prohibition and Limitation of Some Methods of Warfare: Modern 



Technologies and Current Challenges. Conventional Weapons (Cluster 


Munitions) and International Humanitarian Law. Anti-Personnel 




Landmines. 


Q&A
July 29, Thursday

Section VI. Means and Methods of Warfare (continued)
9:30-11:00 Case Study Review & Preparation, Role play (Part VI)
11:10-11:30 Coffee Break

Section VII. IHL Implementation and Responsibility for IHL violations
11:30-13:00 Post war Application of IHL. Q&A
13:00 -14:30
Lunch 

14:30 – 16:00 International Criminal Responsibility for War Crimes: From Nuremberg Military Tribunal to International Criminal Court Problems of State Responsibility for serious violations of obligations stipulated in International Humanitarian Law Instruments

16:00-16:30 Coffee Break 

16:30-18:00 Case Study Review & Preparation, Role Play (Part VII)
July 30, Friday

9:30-11:00 "IHL Challenge" competition
11:00-11:30 
Coffee Break

11:30-13:00 "IHL Challenge" competition final
13:00-15:00 
Closing Ceremony and Reception
